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Finding a Fellowship 


An important part of any researcher’s 
career is finding funding for his/her work. As 
students, we have exercises such as writing 
qualifying exams or thesis proposals in the form 
ofaresearch grant. There is of course nothing 
better than submitting for the real thing. 

Why seek a pre-doctoral fellowship? 
It is true that most MD/PhD students are guar- 
anteed support during their time in medical and 
graduate school, but that monetary support 
changes over time. Rather than receiving sti- 
pend and tuition from the Medical Scientist 
Training Grant, you may find that after the 
fourth year your support comes from depart- 
mental training grants or from your mentor’s 
grant. In place of these training grants, you can 
apply for your own grant. A recipient of the 
prestigious NRSA pre-doctoral fellowship, 
Carolyn Cronin had this to say about her expe- 
rience, “ I derived many benefits from writing 
for my grant ... (it) made me really focus on the 
project and think critically about (each step). I 
would really encourage people to write for 
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Distinguished Lecturers 


Our first distinguished lecturer for the 
millenium will be Brian J. Druker, M.D. from Oregon 
Health Sciences University(OHSU). He is currently a 
Professor of Medicine in the Division of Hematology 
& Medical Oncology and 
the OHSU MD/PhD Pro- 
gram Director. Dr, Druker 
studies the BCR-ABL 
oncogene, identifies and 
characterizes the substrate 
targets of BCR-ABL, and 
evaluates a specific inhibi- 
tor of the ABL protein ty- 
rosine kinase. This inhibi- 
tor, STI-571, produced by 
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Vi 
is currently under Phase II 
clinical trials and has 
shown promising results 
for treating Chronic Myelogenous Leukemia (CML). 
We are very honored to be hosting Dr. Druker’s lecture 
in co-sponsorship with the Cancer Center. His lecture 
will take place on April 18th at 4 pm in the Jordan Hall 
Conference Center Auditorium, and is titled “STI-571: 
A Tyrosine Kinase Inhibitor for the Treatment of CML 
- Validating the Promise of Molecularly Targeted 
Therapy.” His talk promises to be very exciting for all 
who attend. 

Later in the year, Dr. Allen Steere from Tufts 
University School of Medicine will be discussing his 
work on B. burgdorferi. Dr. Steere is a renowned cli- 
nician known for being among the first to identify and 
describe Lyme disease. More details about Dr. Steere’s 
seminar will be forthcoming. 





Fellowships 


grants during graduate school. It is not that much 
extra work, since in most cases you will have to 
write up your thesis proposal anyway, and the ben- 
efits are worth it.” 

The first place to start is to determine 
which fellowships are available. Sources of such 
information are the Graduate Programs Office 
(GPO), departmental offices and bulletins, the 
Office of Grants and Contracts, and your mentor. 
The web has many useful sites as well: 
www.med. virgini ‘schools/res_grants.htm] 
and www.grantsnet.com. Once you have decided 
which fellowship to apply for, be sure to read the 
requirements carefully, as each funding agency dif- 
fers in their application procedure. Try not to pro- 
crastinate. All grant applications sent from the 
University must be approved through the Office 
of Grants and Contracts at least one week before 
the grant is due. 

There are many advantages when you do 
receive your own research award. Many fellow- 
ships provide funding for your stipend, tuition, 
research expenses, and even an allotment for travel 
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expenses to attend scientific meetings. Fur- 
thermore, there is a monetary award from the 
GPO of an extra thousand dollars attached to 
your stipend for receiving external funding. 
And lastly, there is always the prestige and 
honor of having your research accepted, as well 
as the useful experience of having gone 
through the process of writing a grant and 
wading through the paperwork. As Cronin put 
it, “ Having a grant to list can only help the 
C.V. and encourage funding agencies to grant 
(you) support in the future.” 


MD/PhD students who have received 
predoctoral fellowships include: 


Carolyn Cronin - 

NRSA Predoctoral Fellowship 

Rume izawar - 

U.S.A.M.R.M.C, Breast Cancer Predoctoral 
Fellowship 

Tresa Thompkins- 

NRSA Predoctoral Fellowship 
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2001 MSTP Residency Match Results 


Sally Agersborg Pathology, UCSF, San Francisco 
Ph.D., Microbiology 

Michellee Chen OB/Gyn, Univ. Colorado, Denver 
Ph.D., Cell Biology 

John Luckey Pathology, Brigham & Womens Hosp., Boston 
Ph.D , Microbiology 

Claudio Mosse Pathology, Johns Hopkins Hosp., Baltimore 
Ph.D., Microbiology 

Joanna Schaenman Internal Med., Stanford Univ., Palo Alto 


Ph.D., Microbiology 


University of Virginia Medical School 2001 Match Results 
60% matched their First Choice 
90% matched 1 of their Top 3 Choices 
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